
English theatre – an after-school club for eight and nine-year-old children in Szkoła 

Podstawowa nr 118 in Wrocław 

Teaching  English to young learners  I have been constantly impressed how well and quickly 

the pupils learn and how eager they are to use their knowledge outside classroom. Taking 

into account also children’s natural need to move and act and how it facilitates learning I 

decided to make the most of drama techniques in order to expand pupils’ language 

knowledge and also to have fun. I use a wide variety of the techniques helping pupils to be 

more aware of their bodies, voices and faces and acting skills and potential.  I am a fan of 

theatre myself and I think it can be a great adventure for children.  Currently drama is 

considered one of the most effective educational and therapeutic methods. 

During the classes I use puppet theatre, pantomime, paper theatre, finger theatre; we mime 

poems, do roleplays, improvise, pretend and guess, imitate, use TPR, sing and make the 

most of gesture, movement, facial expressions, intonation and dramatic suspense. 

 All the games and techniques aim to prepare children for performing two short plays in 

English for the whole school: one at Christmas time and the other  in May during the Day of 

Foreign Languages held anually in our school. Besides learning the language, there are 

many positive „side effects”: children learn how to function in a team work, they overcome 

their shyness, they observe the others’ performance and draw conclusions as well as they 

learn how to give advice and be more confident.. Furthermore, due to non-verbal elements 

shy pupils have a chance to interact with others despite limited language skills. Hiding under 

a mask, a puppet or a character children feel safe and get rid of language barriers. The 

activities engage children at many levels: mental, emotional, kineasthetic and social ones. 

They make the most of pupils natural ability to pretend and take on roles.   

Classes are held in English (with Polish translation if necessary). I use scripts from various 

coursebooks and from the internet. 

So far we presented Nativity Play on the last school day before Christmas and „A trip to 

Computerland” on the occasion of Day of Europe and Foreign Languages held in our school. 

Parents helped with costumes and props. Both performances were a big success. The 

children were very happy and extremely proud of themselves. Not only did they perform on 

the stage, but they also did it in English! Currently we are already working on a Christmas 

performance – this time it will be a play called „Where’s Santa?”  

Thirty kids attend the club. They are very enthusiastic and cannot wait to perform for the 

whole school in December. 
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